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cavalcade entered the square, preceded by mounted gendarmes and a military band. When the King, Queen and Prince on horseback rode into the square, hats and handkerchiefs waved wildly and loyal cheers rent the air. The King, rising between the Queen and the Prince, took up his position in the centre of the square alongside the old monument dedicated to Breydel and de Coninck. A ray of sunlight fell upon the inscription of this monument representing the return of the victorious Brugeois. It was curiously appropriate to the occasion : " Terugkomst der zege-pralende Bruggelinge ! " The King and Prince were in khaki, like the troops. The Queen wore a simple habit of the same colour, with a becoming white riding hat, which only partially concealed her lovely golden hair. The review of the troops was very simple. I believe they were actually on their way to the front. After it was over, the royal party dismounted and were received on the steps of the " Gouvernement Provincial " by the Burgomaster and large crowds of officials. They entered the vestibule of the beautiful old building, where an official reception took place. It is significant that all the speeches were made in Flemish, the King replying in that language to the Address of Welcome presented to himself and the Queen ; but when the royal party took their leave, it was to the sound of the old French cheer " Vive le Roi! " that they passed through the lines of their loyal subjects.
Towards dusk that night we crossed the Belgian frontier on our return to Holland.BELGIUM                         279
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